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January 15
th

, a group of concerned students, staff, and community residents met in the Stallings 

Ballroom to discuss a coordinated effort here at the university on behalf of the citizens of the Republic 

of Haiti.  What follows is an outline of the university's strategy for assisting in the disaster relief, per 

the stated meeting, and updates as to where we currently stand.  The goods drive began operation on 

January 25
th

, thanks to the efforts of students and staff (especially Facilities) in constructing containers 

and placing them at various collection sites throughout campus.   The university is currently accepting 

four types of goods.  The collections will take place until the beginning of Spring Break.  The last day 

of collections will be March 5
th

.  The goods being accepted are: 

 

      - summer wear (t-shirts, shorts, pants, jeans, sneakers & flip-flops) 

      - canned food 

      - bottled water 

      - personal/non-perishable items (i.e., toiletries, personal care items) 

 

We have previously acknowledged that we do not have the resources to send any of these goods to 

Haiti, so we have secured TWO community partners to help us in that regard.   

 

 MERCI – Mission Center has agreed to partner with us on receiving our non-perishables & 

canned goods.  Their offices are located in Goldsboro, NC.  Our contact there is Ms. Ann 

Huffman.   

 

We have not sorted out the canned goods and personal items yet, however, we do have a 

sizable amount.  Not that the Feb One celebrations have concluded, we will focus more of our 

efforts on assessing exactly what we have on-hand regarding these types of goods.  Depending 

on the amount, delivery of these goods is likely to take place immediately after Spring Break, if 

they can fit into one of our campus vehicles.  Due to the costs of moving the trailer, I would 

like to limit deliveries in that vehicle to one time only. 

 

 The Greater Church of Deliverance Worship, located in Winston-Salem has agreed to partner 

with us on receiving our bottled water.  They are in the process of trying to gather 100,000 

gallons in what they're calling a 'Wall of Water', and our donation will be part of it.  Our 

contact with them is Dionne Steele.  

 

Our first shipment was delivered to them on Friday, January 29
th

, and consisted of an entire 

cargo van full of cases of water, approximately 100 cases.  Their plan was to ship their 



 

 
 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer 
A Constituent Institution of THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA  

 

collection to Haiti during the first week in February.  We are still collecting water, however, 

and already have another thirty or so in-house since the delivery.  We have been assured by our 

partner that they are continuing their drive.  If not, there are other agencies that will be 

accepting bottled water for the duration of the project. 

 

 We are still in the process of finding a group to accept the clothing.  I am confident that we'll 

get a local group to partner with us in that area, however, before they are delivered, we’ll need 

to have a massive sorting day.  As it stands, we have received ALL types of clothing, including 

coats, dress shoes, stilettos, and even old bed sheets.  They comprise the largest amount of 

goods collected … hundreds of pounds, so far.  My suspicion is that our young people have 

decided to clean out their closets to prepare for the new spring catalogs. [joke] 

 

As a result, the present thought is to take a Saturday or a full weekend shortly after Spring 

Break (when collections have concluded), get a collection of student volunteers, and have a 

“clothes sorting pizza party” to determine what will be sent to Haiti and what will be sent to 

Goodwill.  We are thinking that it will also be a nice photo op and possibly can include 

administrators. 

 

 

2.  We have five satellite locations will be set-up on campus with FOUR containers at each location to 

accept each of the kinds of goods.  The locations are: 

 

 Student Union 

 Aggie Suites 

 Aggie Village 

 Williams Cafeteria 

 Murphy Hall  

 

(Some locations get more goods than others, however, our routine in the UEC has been to 

collect the various items about three times a week) 

 

We will also be accepting goods at the remaining women's and men's basketball games, beginning 

Saturday, February 6
th

 and continuing for the remainder of the season.  Collections at these activities 

will ONLY include bottled water and canned goods.  A press release is being developed by University 

Relations to apprise the campus and Greensboro community as to the specific details, and we will have 

the appropriate signage in the area.  Additionally, a half-page ad was taken out in the January 27
th

 

edition of the A&T Register informing students of Project Haiti and telling them what types of goods 

were being collected, the location of the collection points, and how long the collections would be 

taking place. 

 

3.  The goods collected are being taken to the Aggie Athletics Trailer, which has been secured for 

purposes of this initiative and is currently parked at Aggie Stadium.  Initial plans were to have the 

Trailer manned by student organizations every day M-F from 3:30 - 6:30p, and we asked the Council 

of Presidents to coordinate students and student organizations to help in this effort.  A list of time slots 

was distributed to the organizations for sign-up, however, due to a low response, we decided to reduce 

the operation to MWF.  This initiative was more for the Greensboro community than the campus 

community, and we are currently experiencing very little activity in this area during the designated 

time.  Of course, the adverse weather has played a role in the inactivity; however, we are likely to 
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reduce even more our manning of the trailer once the planning committee meets again.  Special 

recognition has been given to the Department of Athletics for their willingness to allow us use of the 

trailer during this period.   

 

4.  We are still operating under the pretext that the university (or its various offices, entities and student 

organizations) NOT do any monetary collections in the name of the university.  Though the initial 

inclination was to create a fund in the A&T Foundation, however, we believed that our efforts are 

better used in the above-referenced initiative.  In speaking with Dr. Mark Kiel, any donations received 

would NOT have been tax-deductible, and it would not in any way behoove us to implement this part.   

 

Some student groups do want to take donations, and others have expressed interest in doing some other 

activities that could be included in the overall project.  We have established a small planning 

committee, which consists of student leadership, Office of Student Development, and a few other areas 

of interest.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 5
th

, and these initiatives, as well as any 

other potential activities will be discussed and considered.  I am not averse to expanding the scope of 

the project, as long as our original initiatives remain the foundation of this program.  I am also resolved 

to maintain this project as a STUDENT-LED effort, and I continue to challenge our young leadership 

to take the helm and direct it.   

 

Going forward: 

 Continue collection of goods in all areas 

 Secure clothing partner to send goods to Haiti 

 Meet with Planning Committee on additional activities that can be folded into the current 

project   

 Encourage student leadership to be the foundation of this initiative with the university 

ASSISTING in whatever capacity is necessary 

 Continue to work with the community on receiving goods (though we will NOT do pick-ups or 

provide for carrying goods to satellite locations other than at the trailer) 

 

If you have any questions or concerns or require additional information, please contact me at your 

earliest convenience.  Thank you for your time and consideration of this correspondence. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ryan Z. Maltese 
Ryan Z. Maltese 

 

 

 

 


